
                                                                                                  
  

JFK Crisis Committee  

 

Background Information: 

John Fitzgerald Kennedy was elected into office January 20, 1961, as the 35th president 

of the United States of America, and he served until November 22, 1963, when he was 

assassinated in Dallas, Texas. Kennedy’s presidency was at the height of the Cold War and most 

of his presidency dealt foreign relations with Cuba and the Soviet Union. Kennedy attempted to 

overthrow the Cuban administration led by Fidel Castro in 1961 but was ultimately unsuccessful. 

His administration also oversaw the Cuban Missile Crisis in which Soviet missile bases had been 

discovered in Cuba. In the midst of of several foreign tensions, great things arose from the 

administration of John F. Kennedy including the Apollo Space Program and the Peace Corps. In 

the fall of 1963, Kennedy had begun his campaign trail, even though he had not formally 

announced his candidacy. He was hitting states left and right spreading the messages of his 

campaign: education, national security, and world peace, which was the platform he planned to 

run in the election of 1964. For the upcoming election, Kennedy had stressed the importance of 

winning Florida and Texas, two states with a large amount of electoral votes. There was much 

political tension in Texas that was going to jeopardize his chance of winning the state. Kennedy 

felt that his presence would be greatly felt in Dallas. After the Kennedys landed in Carswell Air 



                                                                                                  
Force Base in Dallas, they travelled by motorcade and the Kennedys were sat in a convertible. 

As they turned on to Main Street, the President was shot in his neck and head, killing him 

immediately. 

Reasonings behind his assination include a multitude of theories. Some believe it was due 

to recent legislation passed under his watch. Another theory is his refutation of the other parties 

ideals. One of the most believed examples was the pure hatred towards the Kennedy family for 

their dealings in business and law.  

 

Your Mission: 

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to analyze the possible reasons for the 

assassination of John F. Kennedy and how you, as a delegate, can best prevent the death of our 

35th president. The date of our committee will begin in May of 1963, approximately six months 

before Kennedy was shot and killed. You should use your specific skills and control over politics 

to your advantage in the prevention of his assasination. All delegates should take into account the 

reasons and motives behind the assasination, including Kennedy’s policies and relations with 

foreign entities, in deciding the best way to prevent it. 

 

 

Positions: 

 

POTUS-John F. Kennedy, 



                                                                                                  
 

VPOTUS- Lyndon B. Johnson, 

 

Secretary of State-Dean Rusk,  

 

Secretary of the Treasury-C. Douglas Dillon,  

 

Dallas Chief of Police- Jesse Edward Curry 

 

Director of FBI- J. Edgar Hoover 

 

Secret Service Member- Clint Hill 

 

Head of Secret Service- Roy Herman Kellerman 

 

Secretary of Defense-Robert S. McNamara,  

 

Attorney General-Robert F. Kennedy,  

 

Postmaster General- John A. Gronouski,  

 

Secretary of the Interior-Stewart L. Udall,  

 



                                                                                                  
Secretary of Agriculture-Orville L. Freeman,  

 

Secretary of Commerce-Luther H. Hodges,  

 

Secretary of Labor-W. Willard Wirtz,  

 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare- 

Anthony J. Celebrezze,  

 

 

Questions to think about: 

● What were the reasonings behind the assassination of John F. Kennedy? 

● How did the policies of the United States of America during the 1950s and 1960s 

contribute to how international governments and administrations view John F. Kennedy? 

● What are some precautions that you could take in order to prevent the assassination of 

John F. Kennedy? 


